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Dear Friend,

JLFAENT

My name is Nancy. [ am 19 years old, and I live in a town near Los
Angeles, California. Let me tell you a little about my life.

I was born in Xian, China. My parents were both doctors at Xian
Medical University. I grew up in a very loving home. When I was five years
old, we moved to America, to the state of Oklahoma. At first school was
hard because I did not speak English, but within two years, I could
understand and speak English pretty well. I enjoyed life in America a lot. |
remember that I used to roller skate in the parking lot of our apartment with
my friends when I was in second grade. I had friends who were white, black,
Indian, and of course, Asian. My family also began going to a Chinese
church, where I would help the American teacher translate Bible stories into
Chinese for younger kids who did not know English. My family also liked
traveling a lot. While other families saved money to buy a bigger television
or new furniture, we saved money to vacation in Florida, in New York, and
even California. Often we would drive for days. The trips were a lot of fun,
but more importantly, they helped me see more of the world. From museums
in Washington D.C. to Disneyland in Los Angeles, I saw that the world was
so much bigger than what I knew, and had so many opportunities for dreams
to come true.

Then, when I was in third grade, we moved to California, to a small
city called Thousand Oaks, which is about an hour drive from Los Angeles.
In California, there is a larger Chinese community. About once a month, we
would go to Chinatown in Los Angeles, and go buy food from Chinese
markets and go eat in Chinese restaurants. It was like going back to China. I
also went to Chinese School on Saturday mornings to learn to read and write
Chinese. On Sunday mornings, we went to the Chinese church in Thousand
Oaks. So even though I lived in America, I still lived in a very Chinese
culture.

High school in America was probably not as difficult as high school is in
China. I did well in all of my classes, and was accepted to the University of
California at Los Angeles. UCLA is the third best public university in
America. | have just completed my first year at UCLA. From junior high
school to high school, I always loved English literature. Even though my
first language is Chinese, I am a better writer in English than most
Americans born in the USA! Because I like reading and writing English so

A

much, my college major, which is the main area of my study at UCLA, is
English. I also like studying history, politics, other languages, and other
much, my college major, which is the main area of my study at UCLA, is
English. I also like studying history, politics, other languages, and other
cultures. I am pretty good at math, and okay at science, but I like people
best.

HLFE0T

That is why I like the humanities so much, because it is all about
studying people. I am not sure what I want to do after I graduate from
university. Maybe I will become a teacher. Maybe I will become a
journalist. Maybe I will work for the government. 1 do not know yet. But I
know that whatever I do, [ want to help people. My goal in life is to do all |
can to demonstrate God’s love for all people.

When | have free time, I like doing things with my friends, reading
and writing, helping out at my church, watching Chinese kung-fu shows, and
most of all, just talking with people. I am glad that I got to talk to you, friend,
in this letter, even though I will probably never meet you face to face. 1 hope
you will have a life full of blessings, that your dreams will come true, and
that you will love and be loved, always.

Best wishes,
Nancy W.
June 2006

(UCLA: Royce Hall from across the quad)
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Camping at the lake

Recently I went camping near a lake. I went there with my family
and friends. It took a long time to get to the lake. I don’t care because [ had a
lot of fun when I got there. Read this paragraph and you will know why.

Water park

After I got to the campsite, my mom took me to the water park while
my dad set up the tent. I found my friends Rachel and Rebecca floating on a
rubber tube. When I found them I joined them. We talked while we floated
on the rubber tube. Then we went to the playground. We went on water
slides. My favorite one is when you slide down the slide ... and when you
almost get to the bottom at the slide, water gets poured on your head. I took a
shower in the pool. I don’t mean a real shower, but what I mean is that water

poured down like a shower. Then I showed Rebecca and Rachel a secret pool.

The water was warm in the secret pool. After that I took a hot shower in the
men’s room. Then I changed my clothes. I went back to the campsite.

Roasting Marshmallows
That night we lit a fire to roast marshmallows. Rachel’s dad roasted a
marshmallow for me to eat. Rebecca and Rachel ate marshmallows too. My
sister Jessie shared hers with my mom, and my mom said she likes it.

Ghost stories

When it was time to go to bed, me, Rachel and Rebecca told ghost
stories. This is my story: once upon a time there lived 5 brave friends and a
skeleton ghost and pirate. The 5 brave friends had a battle with the skeleton,
pirate and ghost. The 5 brave friends won the battle.

This is Rebecca’s story: there was a girl who had a ribbon. When she
was about to die, she told someone to untie her ribbon and
her head fell off. This is Rachel’s story: once upon a time there lived a
leprechaun. The end.

52031 8
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Boat riding
The next day we went boat riding, and guess what? Our boat crashed.
Then Rachel’s brother Jesse drove, and he drove very fast then. And guess
what? I got a chance to drive the boat without a driver’s license.

Wow! It was so fun to drive it. Then it was time to hook the boat back: this
was so sad. I hope we can come back another time.
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We make a living by what we get.
We make a life by what we give.
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